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14 JANUARY 1863 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Acting Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr S.P. Phillips 

Mr E. Hamersley 

Mr L. Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

The Acting Collector of Revenue sworn in.   

 Mr Frederick Derek Wittenoom, Acting Collector of Revenue, took the customary Oath and his seat as 

a Member of the Legislative Council. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR read the following address. 

 Address of Governor Hampton.   

 Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, - 

 In my opening address to you on the 23rd May, 1862, I explained why I had placed £1000 on 

the Estimates for the year 1863, to provide for an increase in the salaries of several 

Government Officers, and stated my reason for inverting the usual order of proceeding in such 

cases, by submitting the question to Her Majesty’s Government, prior to bringing forward the 

details for your consideration. 

2. It affords me great satisfaction to have to inform you that the Duke of Newcastle has approved 

of the steps I have taken in this matter, and that I am now in a position to be able to ask you to 

vote the appropriation of the £1000 referred to. 

3. As the said appropriation should take effect this month, and it is my imperative duty not to 

alter established salaries without Legislative sanction, I could not defer the consideration of 
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this question until various bills in course of preparation are matured; therefore the disposal of 

the above mentioned £1000 will be the only business submitted for your decision at this 

meeting. 

4. It would be altogether superfluous, in the present stage of our proceedings, to make any 

remarks in elucidation of the carefully arranged draft Returns and Resolutions regarding the 

proposed appropriation forwarded to each of you last week, but when the proper time arrives I 

will readily give any further explanation that the Council may require. 

5. I cannot refrain, however, from saying that, in my opinion, it is probable that the state of the 

Revenue will, in a short time, admit of any further readjustment which may be equitable, either 

with reference to the salaries now brought forward for alteration, or others excluded in 

consequence of want of sufficient funds. 

6. Although I have called you together only to decide on the appropriation referred to, I gladly 

avail myself of this opportunity to notice a few points of general public interest - more 

especially in regard to our monetary affairs. 

7. At our first meeting I stated that I had appointed a Board to enquire into and report upon the 

financial condition of the Colony, at the date on which I assumed the administration of the 

Government, and informed you that the Report of that Board showed, amongst other matters, 

that there would probably be a deficiency of £3,157 at the end of the year 1862. 

8. The Board reassembled on the 1st inst and furnished a further Report on the same subject, 

which will be laid on the table showing that the actual deficiency amounts to £3,779 - being 

£621 in excess of the Estimate prepared by the Board. 

9. Adverting to such an anticipated deficiency in my opening address, I pledged myself to abstain 

from authorising any new expenditure that could possibly be avoided and I have, up to the 

present time, with great pain to myself, redeemed that promise, as I think you will admit when 

I tell you that during the ten months of the year 1862, in which I administered the Government, 

I only authorised the payment of £1,328 for new works on roads, bridges, and public works 

generally; while in the same period £11,899 has been paid under these heads for various works 

sanctioned by my predecessor prior to my arrival. 

10. The actual financial condition of the Colony at the close of the year 1862 is no longer a matter 

of opinion, seeing that it is an embarrassing fact that the authorised expenditure has been 

£3,779 in excess of the Revenue, notwithstanding all my efforts to produce a more satisfactory 

result. 

11. Under such circumstances I must continue to restrain the expenditure of public money in every 

practicable way, until the revenue is equal to all the claims against it, which I think it will be 

before the commencement of another year. 

12. In the mean time the money and convict labor at my disposal for public works shall be 

impartially distributed; and I look forward very hopefully to being able next year to carry on 

such works, in a way that will fulfil all the reasonable expectations of the Colonists on this 

point, and with far more satisfaction to myself than I have hitherto felt. 
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13. In the month of July the balance in the Treasurer’s hands being exhausted, I opened a 

negotiation with the Western Australian Bank for a loan to meet the current expenses of the 

Government, and you may perceive, from the correspondence which will be laid on the table, 

that the Bank responded to my application in a most liberal manner, by agreeing to advance 

money to the Government to the extent of £7000, and only to charge interest at the rate of 

5 per cent, on any balance in excess of £3000. 

14. The balance against the Government at one time rather exceeded £3000, but the Bank has not 

made any claim for interest; and the receipt in the beginning of this month of land revenue for 

the current year, has enabled me to repay the whole amount so liberally advanced, and to close 

an account which I trust it will not be necessary to reopen during my administration - at all 

events I shall take care that the same cause does not again produce such a necessity. 

15. Despatches from the Duke of Newcastle will be laid on the table, conveying His Grace’s 

approval of the re-organisation of the Survey Department, and various other measures 

proposed by me. 

16. During the last session I yielded somewhat reluctantly to the expressed wish of this Council, 

regarding the employment of Mr Hargraves as a Gold Seeker, in which capacity he arrived at 

King George’s Sound on the 3rd October last.  He is now in the Northern part of the Colony, 

but, up to the date of the last report received from him, had not made any discovery worthy of 

notice. 

17. The recently published Regulations, with reference to opening up new country, were very 

carefully prepared here, and you will be glad to learn are regarded by the Secretary of State “as 

well calculated, under the circumstances of the case, to meet the difficulties attending the 

throwing open a new tract of country for the occupation of squatters.” 

18. The damage to public and private property, caused by the disastrous floods of last winter, no 

doubt produced part of our recent pecuniary difficulties; but these difficulties are also to be 

attributed to the manner in which liabilities have been incurred, without due provision being 

made for meeting them.  I therefore earnestly hope that the recollection of the anxiety and 

disappointment thereby created, will prevent the recurrence of a state of affairs so much to be 

deprecated, and conduce to a proper balance being preserved between income and expenditure. 

19. The exercise of ordinary prudence and self denial would, I feel assured, soon place public and 

private business generally in a sound condition, enable all parties to recover from any 

depression that has recently prevailed, and give fair scope for the development of the resources 

of the Colony. 

20. Looking at the great extent of our territory, it would be difficult to define the nature and 

amount of those resources, yet, from my own personal observation during a recent visit to the 

Victoria District, I can confidently say that in the Mines of that District alone there is an 

almost unbounded source of wealth, only requiring capital and enterprise to render it available 

for the advancement of the prosperity of Western Australia. 

21. Severe illness prevented me from visiting, as I intended, all the settled districts before this 

time, but I have seen enough in the North and East to convince me that a plentiful supply of 
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labor, and improvement of the means of internal communication, would render pastoral and 

agricultural pursuits generally remunerative. 

22. The recent disembarkation of 299 convicts from the ship York - the expected arrival of 192 

direct from Bermuda - the announcement that a vessel would leave Southampton about the 

18th December for Fremantle, with 200 emigrants (including 50 single women) - and the 

augmented number of convicts received during the year 1862 - all prove that an increasing 

stream of labor is flowing into the Colony, with a fair indication that it will continue, in regard 

both to free and bond; and I am decidedly of opinion that if our official and private affairs are 

properly administered, the Colony is likely to make that steady progress which is calculated to 

promote the happiness and comfort of its universally loyal and peaceable inhabitants. 

23. You may perceive from a Return which will be laid upon the table, that I intended to bring 

forward at least 12 Bills for your consideration at our next meeting.  Some these are now ready 

for printing, and drafts of the whole will shortly be forwarded to each of you, as it seems to me 

to be desirable in every point of view, that all the Members of this Council should have ample 

opportunities of calmly and fully considering proposed additions to, or alterations of, existing 

laws before being called upon to sanction such legislation. 

On the motion of the SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded by Mr Hardey it was resolved that His Excellency’s 

address be printed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the following papers. 

 Report on financial condition of Colony on 1st January 1863.   

 The Report of a Board appointed by His Excellency the Governor to examine into the 

Financial condition of the Colony on the 1st January 1863. 

 Loan from West Australian Bank.   

 A letter dated 16 July 1862 from the Cashier of the Western Australian Bank stating that the 

Bank will be prepared to grant to the Colonial Treasurer a credit to the extent of £7,000 to the 

1st February 1863 and that so long as the debit did not exceed £3,000 no interest should be 

charged - the interest chargeable on any sum in excess of that amount to be 5 per cent per 

annum. 

 A letter dated 17 July 1862 addressed to the Cashier of the Bank by the Colonial Secretary 

expressing the concurrence of His Excellency the Governor in the arrangement proposed and 

his satisfaction at the liberality and courtesy displayed by the Bank. 

 Return of bills in preparation.   

 A Return of Bills in course of preparation and intended for submission to the Legislative 

Council. 

2. Despatches read.   

 The following Despatches were read. 

No 50 of 26 August 1862.  Enclosing copy of Treasury letter respecting expenditure of money 

by Governor Kennedy without Legislative sanction. 

No 53 of 10 September 1862.  Approving Ordinance No 18 of 1862. 
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No 56 of 1 October 1862.  Acknowledging receipt of report of injury and damage done by a 

Flood. 

No 57 of 1 October 1862.  Approving Ordinance No 19 of 9 June 1862 and No 2 of 

18 November 1861. 

No 58 of 1 October 1862.  Approving appropriation towards expenditure on roads and bridges 

of unexpended surplus of any vote for other services. 

No 62 of 20 October 1862.  Approving Estimate for 1863 and Ordinance Nos 16 and 17 of 

9 June 1862. 

No 64 of 20 October 1862 approving plan proposed for re-organization of the Survey 

Department. 

No 65 of 24 October 1862.  Ship “Burlington” chartered for conveyance of 200 Emigrants. 

No 66 of 24 October 1862.  Approving loan from Western Australian Bank. 

No 67 of 20 November 1862.  Accepting Cabinet presented by the Colony. 

No 69 of 20 November 1862 updating re-organization of Survey Department. 

3. Explanation of Governor Hampton as to the he [sic] pursued when he found that his predecessor had 

expended large sums for which no provision was made on estimates.   

4. With reference to that portion of the Secretary of State’s Despatch No 50 of the 26 August in which it 

was remarked that it had been necessary to forward Governor Hampton’s Despatch No 51 of 

the 19 April 1862 to Mr Kennedy for any explanation which he might wish to offer on some of 

the documents accompanying the Despatches were calculated to call in question the propriety 

of the public measures which Governor Kennedy adopted in dealing with the finances of the 

Colony.  His Excellency the Governor stated that he had brought no charge against 

Mr Kennedy; that he had simply reported to the Secretary of State the condition in which on 

assuming the Government he had found the Finances of the Colony, but that he had not called 

in question the acts of his Predecessor.  His Excellency further stated that he was unable to say 

on what grounds Mr Kennedy founded his belief that the Revenue for 1862 would be equal to 

the Expenditure as his explanation had not been forwarded by the Secretary of State.  The 

question was however no longer one of opinion as the result had proved that there was a 

considerable deficiency. 

5. Increases of salaries for principal officers of government.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR MOVED that the sum of £1,000 voted by the Legislative 

Council on the Estimates for 1863 in item No 16 Miscellaneous services for Alterations in 

Salaries be appropriated as shown in the following Return which was laid on the table - 

Colonial Secretary from £600 to £800 £200 

Surveyor General “ 500 “ 600 100 

Colonial Treasurer “ 450 “ 550 100 

Attorney General “ 400 “ 500 100 

Auditor General  “ 400 “ 450   50 

Postmaster General “ 300 “ 350   50 

Sheriff  “ 200 “ 250   50 
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Resident Magistrates at 

Bunbury, Swan, Toodyay, 

Vasse and York each “ 200 “ 250   50 

Superintendent of Police “ 360 “ 400   40 

Clerk of Works  “ 250 “ 300   50 

1 Clerk 1st Class “ 200 “ 240   40 

4 Clerks 2nd Class at £10 each       40 

2 Clerks 3rd Class at £10 each       20 

Office Messenger “   75 “ 77.10/- 2.10/- 

Assistant do  “   40 “   41     1 

Letter Carrier  “   75 “ 77.20/- 2.10/- 

Assistant do  “   40 “   41     1 

Caretaker Public Garden “   72 “   75     3 

     £1,100 

 The allowance of £100 hitherto made to the Auditor General as Acting Registrar of Deeds and 

Registrar General will under this arrangement cease those duties being performed by him in 

consideration of the increase to his salary as Auditor General thus reducing the amount of 

£1,100 as shown on the return to £1,000. 

6. Notice of motion for returns.  

 MR SAMSON gave notice that at the next meeting of the Council he would move (1) for a Return of all 

and every expense incurred by the local Government to the present time in aiding 

Mr Hargraves in his search for Gold - (2) for a Return of all and every expense incurred in the 

erection of the new Government House from its commencement to the present time. 

Bill to compel river steamers to carry a boat - (3) That His Excellency the Governor be 

moved to initiate a Bill to oblige Operators of Steam boats plying upon the river to have a 

proper sized boat towed astern for the protection of lives. 

 THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS seconded the Resolution proposed by His Excellency 

the Governor. 

 MR SAMSON moved the following Amendment. 

 That the increase of the Hon the Colonial Secretary be reduced by £50 and the salary of the 

Superintendent of Police remain as it stands at £360 thus reducing the full amount £90 which 

sum to be applied towards increasing the salary of the first Clerk in the Post Office to £210 and 

that of the second Clerk in the Post Office to £150. 

 MR SAMSON explained that in moving this amendment he had no personal feeling whatever against 

the Colonial Secretary. 

 MR PHILLIPS seconded the amendment. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY explained that as regarded the other persons affected by the 

Amendment a Resolution would be brought forward for a Classification of Clerks which 

would place the two Clerks in the Post Office in a very good position considering the amount 

1019 



[1863] 

of their work and the length of their service compared with that of other clerks.  The Colonial 

Secretary further supported the proposed increase to the Superintendent of Police. 

 After some conversation the Amendment moved by Mr Samson was put. 

    Ayes……………………………………2 

    Noes……………………………………7 

    Majority against…..…………………..7 
  Ayes    Noes 

 Mr Phillips Esq   The Officer Commanding the Troops  

 Mr Samson Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary   

     The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Attorney General 

     The Honble Acting Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Hardey Esq  

     Mr Hamersley Esq  

 Lost 

The original Resolution moved by His Excellency the Governor was then put. 

    Ayes……………………………………7 

    Noes……………………………………2 

    Majority for…..……………………….7 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Officer Commanding the Troops Mr Phillips Esq 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary  Mr Samson Esq 

 The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Attorney General 

 The Honble Acting Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Hardey Esq  

 Mr Hamersley Esq  

 Carried 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the following Resolution 

 Classification of Clerks.  

 There being at present thirteen Clerks employed in the Public Offices at Perth and Fremantle 

 Resolved 1 That they be divided into four classes with Salaries as follows. 

One Chief Clerk £280 to £300 by Annual increase of £10 

One first Class Clerk 230 to 250            “             “ 10 

Five second Class Clerks 170 to 220            “             “ 10 

Six third Class Clerks 90 to 160            “             “ 10 

2. That any permanent addition that may be hereafter made to the Staff of Clerks be 

added to the third Class till its number amounts to 9 (nine) when an addition to the 

other Classes will become matter for consideration. 

3. That before any Clerk is appointed to the third or Junior Class he should serve a short 

period of probation at such salary under £90 as His Excellency the Governor may 

direct in order that his qualifications for permanent employment may be tested. 
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4. That on first appointment as a third Class Clerk he should receive salary at the rate of 

£90 per annum and not be entitled to any increase till the 1st January following his 

completion of one year’s service. 

5. That he should then rise by Annual increase of £10 to the maximum of the third or 

Junior class at which he should remain until promoted to a superior Class but if a 

Clerk arrive at the head of one Class before he arrive at the maximum pay of that 

Class and a vacancy should occur in the Class such above him he may be entitled to 

promotion into that Class with its minimum rate of pay. 

6. That the Annual increase and promotion from Class to Class shall not be looked upon 

as a right but be in all cases granted on the special authority of the Governor on 

receipt of certificates from Heads of Departments as to the conduct and qualifications 

of applicants. 

7. That all Clerks be appointed simply as Government Clerks and that they be not 

permanently attached to any one Office but be liable to serve wherever in the opinion 

of the Governor their talents may be made most available. 

8. That the foregoing paragraphs refer to the thirteen Clerks at present employed in the 

Offices at Perth and Fremantle. 

 THE ACTING COLLECTOR OF REVENUE seconded the motion. 

 Resolution put and carried unanimously. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the following Resolution. 

 Classification of subordinate officers.  

 Resolved that the undermentioned Subordinate Officers at Perth be classified in the following 

manner with a view to afford the persons appointed to them some small encouragement for 

good conduct and length of service. 

Office Messenger Perth from £70 to £90 by annual increase of £2.10.0 

Assistant do “ 40 to  50            “             “ £1.0.0 

Letter Carrier Perth “ 70 to 90            “             “ 2.10.0 

Assistant “ “ 40 to 50            “             “ 1.0.0 

Caretaker Public garden “ 70 to 90            “             “ 2.10.0 

    do         Government Domain “ 70 to 90            “             “ 2.10.0 

That as in the case of Clerks the Annual increase must not be looked upon as a right but will in 

all cases be granted on the special authority of the Governor on the receipt of certificates from 

Heads of Departments to conduct and capacity of applicants. 

 THE ACTING COLLECTOR OF REVENUE seconded the motion. 

 Resolution put and carried unanimously. 

Adjourned sine die. 

     G.W. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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10 JUNE 1863 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Acting Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr S.P. Phillips 

Mr L. Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR read the following Address. 

 Address of Governor Hampton.  

 Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council - 

 I have requested you to meet here to enable me to deliberate and decide upon 31 Bills, mostly 

of an ordinary routine nature, requiring at present very little comment from me, as nearly all 

can more conveniently be explained when the details are under consideration. 

2. I deem it right, however, to make a few remarks with reference to some parts of the most 

important of these Bills, and other matters of public interest. 

3. The Bill to confirm the Expenditure for the year 1862, beyond the grant for that year, shows 

that the actual excess of Expenditure over the amount provided on the Estimate was 

£7,281 9s. 8d.; after applying the saving from underdrafts in aid of the payment of overdrafts, 

in accordance with a resolution of this Council - the total of such underdrafts being 

£2,889 19s. 1d. 

4. It may be seen, from the Schedule attached to the Bill, that the overdraughts on the items of 

Works, Buildings, Roads and Bridges, amounted to £6,381 - being within £900 of the actual 

excess on the whole Estimate. 
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5. You are all well aware that the excess on these items has arisen from my predecessor having 

authorised expenditure, for which provision was not made on the Estimates. 

6. I have nothing more to add to the financial explanation contained in my Address to you on the 

14th January last, respecting the inadequacy of the Revenue to meet the Expenditure for the 

year 1862. 

7. The very carefully prepared Estimates of the Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1864, 

transmitted to each of you, will be fully explained in Committee. 

8. I am glad to be able to inform you that, notwithstanding the recent monetary depression, there 

is a slight increase in the Total Revenue received during the first four months of this year, as 

compared with the corresponding months of 1862.  On Tobacco, Spirits, Ad Valorem, and Tea 

there has been a decrease, more than counterbalanced by Increases on Beer, Sugar, and Land 

Revenue; the excess on the last named item being £676 above the amount received for a 

similar period of 1862.  I therefore believe that my unceasing efforts to equalize Revenue and 

Expenditure will soon be rewarded by success. 

9. The Post Office Savings Bank Bill is similar to an Act now working very satisfactorily in 

England, and is well calculated, in my opinion, to benefit a large class of persons, for the 

safety of whose deposits it offers the security of the public Revenue, with interest at three and 

three quarters per cent, or nine pence per annum to the pound - a rate simple and easily 

understood, even by persons who are not regular accountants. 

10. Until a sufficient sum is deposited to enable the Government to invest part of the amount, the 

general revenue would have to bear the whole expense of the interest, and, as an uninvested 

balance must always remain in hand to meet withdrawals, no higher interest could prudently be 

given - indeed, even at the rate named, the operation of the Bill would, in the commencement, 

cause a loss to the Government.  But I am convinced that ultimately the proposed Savings 

Bank would become self supporting, especially as it is not intended to incur any expense for 

management. 

11. Under existing arrangements the cost of Public Works throughout the colony is defrayed from 

the general Revenue, but the amount available for that purpose is not sufficient to meet the 

numerous, and sometimes unreasonable, claims made upon it, therefore, as the locality in 

which a work is performed is more benefitted thereby than any other, I have initiated an 

Assessment Bill to provide in each district for the deficiency referred to. 

12. This Bill would enable rate payers in a district to assess themselves for half the cost of any 

Local Public Work required by them, the Government contributing the other half, and any 

convict labor which might be available; but the point to be carefully observed is that the 

Governor would have no power whatever to make any assessment. 

13. Government machinery is provided for collecting any rate agreed upon, and for managing the 

details connected therewith, partly to save expense, and partly because the widely dispersed 

inhabitants of the rural districts could not spare time from their ordinary avocations, efficiently 

to undertake public business requiring such a large amount of attention. 
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14. Trustees appointed under the authority of the 14th Victoria No. 15 May, with the sanction of 

the Governor, assess the inhabitants of towns, and if that assessment is not paid, the goods of 

defaulters may be distrained, and the allotments of absentees sold; moreover, in the event of 

trustees refusing to levy a rate, the Governor may declare one, and by the 22nd Victoria No 10 

the City Council may assess the inhabitants of Perth.  Surely, with such authority existing in 

towns for carrying on improvements, there cannot be any valid objection to granting the much 

more restricted power of assessment proposed for districts, where an amount equal to the sum 

assessed would be contributed from the general Revenue. 

15. Various Societies and individuals have been invited to offer suggestions on the Draft Bill, and 

the whole of the communications received in reply will be laid on the table. 

16. Some of the details referred to in these comments admit of alteration without making any 

change in the principle of the Bill: for example Clause 8 might be struck out, and provision 

also made for an appeal from valuation of property for Assessment, inspection of accounts by 

rate payers, and such other practical amendments introduced as may appear from further 

discussion to be likely to improve the efficiency of the Bill. 

17. There is one essential point, however, on which very general misapprehension seems to 

prevail, and that is, the fact already noticed that the whole power of making an assessment 

would be placed entirely and unconditionally in the hands of the ratepayers themselves, and 

none whatever given to the Government, consequently the Bill could neither benefit nor injure 

the inhabitants of any district without their own consent. 

18. Nevertheless, I must admit that there is great force in the objection that the Bill has been only a 

very short time before the public, and that the inhabitants of the more remote districts have not 

had an opportunity of making their opinions known here concerning it, therefore, to give time 

for the measure to be better understood, and for public opinion to be expressed on the subject, I 

have decided to postpone, for the present, the further consideration of the Bill. 

19. The Toodyay Agricultural Society suggests that a tax on carts and other vehicles should be 

adopted in lieu of the proposed assessment, and although strong arguments might be brought 

forward in favour of a compulsory direct tax on those who use the roads, I greatly prefer the 

voluntary principle of the Assessment Bill, as that principle is perfectly sound, and, in course 

of time, will have to be carried out here to the far greater extent in which it is now in operation 

in the neighbouring Colonies. 

20. A considerable increase has recently been made in the number of convicts employed on purely 

Colonial Works.  In addition to the strong parties appropriated for the city and suburbs of 

Perth, ninety men are stationed on the North Fremantle Road.  The excavations for the site of a 

bridge at North Fremantle have been commenced.  A bridge over the Chapman, and a Bonded 

Store and Court House at Champion Bay, will shortly be completed by convict labor, and the 

road parties throughout the colony have been increased in number and strengthened by men 

who arrived on the 29th ultimo in the ship Clyde. 

21. The bridge at Newcastle, completed by contract in the year 1861 at a total cost of £1,100, was 

so seriously damaged by the flood of last year as to require re-construction, for which tenders 
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were sent in ranging from £990 to £800 - the average of the whole being £521.  As I had not 

sufficient funds available to meet such a heavy expense, I employed convicts on the work, 

which has been completed with an outlay of about £110 only for cartage, timber and stores.  

Under similar arrangements Northam Bridge was rebuilt, and other damages caused by the 

same flood repaired at a trifling cost to the general revenue, the state of which did not admit of 

such works being executed in any other manner. 

22. The recent amendment of the Jury Ordinance has enabled me to establish a Court of Quarter 

Sessions at Champion Bay, an arrangement which gives general satisfaction and lessens 

inconvenience and expense to jurors, witnesses, and the Government. 

23. In my first address to you in May 1862, I stated that various improvements had been made in 

the treatment of adult and juvenile paupers, which might involve additional expense, and I 

have now to inform you that, while these changes have been beneficial to real objects of public 

charity, they have caused a decrease in the annual cost of paupers. 

24. The experiment of working convicts on the Albany road under the supervision of the Police, 

also mentioned in my first address, has been successful in keeping open and improving that 

road at a very small cost to the local Government. 

25. On the removal of the Commanding Royal Engineer from the colony, the duties previously 

discharged by that Officer were divided between the two Clerks of Works, and I have not 

experienced any inconvenience from the change. 

26. Since our last meeting Mr. Hargraves has concluded his exploration, and sent in the Journal 

and Report now laid on the table, showing that he failed in his attempt to find a workable gold-

field, and that he is of opinion, from the appearance of the country he passed through, that 

there is no such field in the vicinity of his route. 

27. By the last English Mail I received permission from the Secretary of State to erect Barracks for 

Pensioners at Perth, and, as all the timber will be purchased and the skilled labor required for 

that work performed by contract, the colony will derive benefits from a considerable amount of 

Imperial money being expended on the spot.  A contract to the extent of £131 has also been 

accepted for additions to the Immigrants Barracks. 

28. The intelligence received from the neighbouring colonies, and the interesting report of 

Mr Padbury’s Northern Expedition show that we are fortunate in having obtained the Secretary 

of States’s approval of the liberal regulations for opening up new country alluded to in my last 

address to you. 

29. A navigator was engaged at the public expense to accompany Mr Padbury’s party, and I have 

detached persons in the service of the Government, who could be spared for a short time from 

the discharge of their ordinary duties, to explore the new country to the northward, and also to 

the eastward, supplying them with surveying instruments, arms, &c., from the Government 

stores, and with camp equipage, pack saddles, clothing, and such articles as could be made by 

convict labour without any great outlay of money. 

30. I regret that the state of the public finances rendered it impossible for me to authorise any 

greater amount of assistance to private enterprise in this matter - however, although the 
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combined means employed are comparatively insignificant, there is good ground to hope that 

highly important results may accrue. 

31. We may reasonably expect that the difficulty with reference to the treatment and disposal of 

criminals in England will secure an adequate supply of convict labor to this colony, and 

thereby provide for public works being carried on in a satisfactory manner. 

32. The present plentiful supply of free and bond labor, recently highly favorable weather, the 

condition of the revenue, and the expected results of the attempts now being made to open up 

new country are encouraging indeed, and, viewed in connection with the admirable tranquility 

prevailing in all parts of the colony, render our public and private prospects very cheering. 

On the motion of Mr HARDEY seconded by Mr Samson it was resolved that the Governor’s Address be printed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

 Motion of Mr SAMSON for return of expenditure on account of Mr Hargraves’ search for & on new 

Govt House.  

 MR SAMSON moved for a Return of all and every expense incurred by the local Government to the 

present time in aiding Mr Hargraves in his search for Gold and (2) for a return of all and every 

expense incurred in the erection and of the New Government House from its commencement 

to the present time. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the two Returns called for by Mr Samson as also the 

following papers. 

 Return of revenue and expenditure.  

 A Return showing the Revenue and Expenditure from the 1st January to the 31st 

May 1863. 

 Report & journal of Mr Hargraves.  

 The Report and Journal of Mr Hargraves. 

 Opinions of various societies as to proposed Local Assessment Bill.  

 Letters and resolutions from the York, Toodyay, Wellington, and Victoria 

Agricultural Societies, an extract from a letter of the Sussex Agricultural Society and 

a letter from the Hon Mr Hardey, all having reference to the proposed District 

Assessment Bill. 

 Blue Book for 1862.  

 The Blue Book for the year 1862. 

2. Bills read 1st.  

 The following Bills were read a first time. 

A Bill to amend the Laws respecting Inquiries in the nature of Coroners’ Inquests. 

A Bill to enable the Denomination of Christians called Methodists to hold Lands, to raise 

money on Security of such Lands, and for other purposes. 

A Bill to amend an Ordinance intituled “An Ordinance to organize and establish a Volunteer 

Military Force in Western Australia.” 
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A Bill for securing to Edward J Crease for a limited period the exclusive benefit of a certain 

Invention. 

A Bill to extend the Jurisdiction of the Police and Resident Magistrates. 

A Bill to grant facilities for depositing Small Savings at Interest, with the Security of the 

Government for Repayment thereof. 

A Bill for the regulation of Benefit Building Societies. 

A Bill to regulate Friendly Societies. 

A Bill to compel River Steam Vessels to carry a Boat. 

A Bill to amend the “Colonial Passengers’ Ordinance, 1861.” 

A Bill for preventing Frauds upon Creditors by Secret Bills of Sale of personal Chattels. 

A Bill for vesting all Estates and Property occupied by or for the Naval Service of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in the Lord High Admiral, or the Commissioners for 

executing the office of Lord High Admiral of the said United Kingdom for the time being. 

A Bill to confirm the Expenditure for the Services of the year 1862 beyond the Grant for that 

year. 

A Bill to appropriate and apply the sum of £      out of the General Revenue of the Colony for 

the services of the year 1864. 

A Bill to encourage the Cultivation of the Vine by permitting Distillation of “the produce 

thereof, under certain restrictions. 

A Bill for the recovery of Small Debts. 

A Bill to regulate Divorce and Matrimonial Causes. 

A Bill for vesting certain lands in the City of Perth in Her Majesty. 

A Bill to regulate the Pensioners Benevolent Society. 

A Bill to facilitate the sale of Colonial wine. 

A Bill to amend the Insolvent Ordinance of 1856. 

Adjourned to Wednesday the 17 June at 11 A.M. 

     G.W. Hampton. 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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17 JUNE 1863 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Acting Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr S.P. Phillips 

Mr L. Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Furniture for new Government House.  

 MR SAMSON gave notice that he would move for all Bills of Parcels connected with Furniture and 

other articles purchased by the Agents General for use of Government House be laid upon the 

table. 

2. Coroners’ Inquests Bill read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to amend the Law 

respecting Inquiries in the nature of Coroners’ Inquests. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

3. Bill to enable Wesleyans to hold lands read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to enable the 

denomination of Christians called Methodists to hold lands, to raise money on Security of such 

lands, and for other purposes. 
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 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

4. Bill to amend volunteer ordinance read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to amend an Ordinance to 

organize and establish a Volunteer Military force in Western Australia. 

 THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS seconded the motion. 

 Despatch from the Secretary of State read.  

 A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies Circular 6 April 1863 was read directing that 

the Governor be constituted by Law Commander in Chief of all local forces raised in the 

Colony.  This Despatch having been received since the Bill was read a first time His 

Excellency the Governor moved the adoption of an additional clause to provide for the 

command being thus vested and that the Bill as so amended be read a second time. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the adoption of the additional clause. 

 The Bill as amended was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 

1 July 1863. 

5. Bill to secure patent rights to E. J. Crease read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for securing to Edward J. 

Crease for a limited period the exclusive benefits of a certain invention. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

6. Bill to extend jurisdiction of police & resident magistrates.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to extend the Jurisdiction 

of the Police and Resident Magistrates. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that provision be made in the Bill for granting to Magistrates 

the same power in cases of assault as is exercised by Police Magistrates in England. 

 On the motion of HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR seconded by the Colonial Secretary the 

consideration of the Bill was postponed. 

7. Post Office Savings Bank Bill read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of the Bill to grant facilities for 

depositing small savings at Interest with the security of the Government for repayments 

thereof. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

8. The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

9. Benefit Building Societies Bill read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for the regulation of 

Benefit Building Societies. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 Clauses 1, 2, 3 and 5 were agreed to.  Clauses 4 and 6 were reserved until after the consideration of a 

Bill to regulate Friendly Societies. 
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10. Friendly Societies Bill read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to regulate Friendly 

Societies. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

11. Recommittal & 2nd reading of Benefits Building Societies Bill.  

 On the motion of HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR seconded by the Colonial Secretary A Bill 

for the Regulation of Benefits Building Societies was recommitted and clauses 4 and 6 having 

been agreed to the Bill was read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 

1 July 1863. 

12. Steamers Boat Bill read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to compel River Steamers 

to carry a boat. 

 MR SAMSON seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

13. Bill to amend passenger ordinance 1861 read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to amend the “Colonial 

Passengers’ Ordinance 1861.” 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

14. Bill to prevent frauds upon creditors read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for preventing frauds upon 

Creditors by Secret Bills of Sale of personal chattels. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 

1st July 1863. 

15. Naval Estates Bill read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for vesting all Estates and 

Property occupied by or for the Naval service of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Ireland in the Lord High Admiral or the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High 

Admiral of the said United Kingdom for the time being. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1st July 

1863. 

16. Bill to confirm expenditure for 1862 read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to confirm the Expenditure 

for the services of the year 1862 beyond the Grant for that year. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second-time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 

1st July 1863. 
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17. Bill for vesting lands in Her Majesty read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for vesting certain lands in 

the City of Perth in Her Majesty. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The Bill having received some verbal alterations was accordingly read a second time.  The third reading 

was fixed for Wednesday the 1st July 1863. 

18. Bill to facilitate the sale of colonial wine read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to facilitate the sale of 

Colonial Wine. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

Adjourned to Friday the 19 June at 11 A.M. 

     G.W. Hampton. 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 

 

1033 



 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

19 JUNE 1863 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Acting Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr S.P. Phillips 

Mr L. Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

 Petition from Victoria Agricultural Society suggesting extension of penalties Masters and Servants Act. 

 MR HARDEY presented a petition from the Victoria Agricultural Society praying that an alteration 

may be made in the Ordinance 6 Vict No 5 (Masters and Servants Act) under which they 

consider that sufficient punishment is not provided to meet the case of men representing 

themselves to be shepherds who after they have been trusted with flocks prove to be ignorant 

of their business.  In a memorandum accompanying the petition it is suggested that where a 

serious loss in a flock occurs through incompetency or neglect the Offender should be 

punished with 3, 7 or 10 years imprisonment.  Mr Hardey moved that the petition be read. 

 MR SAMSON seconded the Motion. 

 The same was read accordingly. 

 MR HARDEY moved that the petition be received. 

 MR SAMSON seconded the motion.  Agreed to. 

 THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS was of opinion that the punishment proposed by the 

Society was most excessive in proportion to the offence. 
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 THE ACTING COLLECTOR OF REVENUE was of opinion that the present law was sufficiently 

stringent. 

2. Memorial from Murray District respecting proposed Local Government Bill. 

 MR SAMSON presented a Memorial from Settlers in the Murray district expressing their disapproval 

of a proposed Local Assessment Bill which had been before the public and moved that the 

same be read. 

 MR HARDEY seconded the motion. 

 The Petition was read accordingly. 

 MR SAMSON moved that the Memorial be received. 

 MR HARDEY seconded the motion. 

 Agreed to. 

3. Motion of MR SAMSON respecting furniture for Government House.  

 MR SAMSON moved For all Bills of parcels connected with furniture and other Articles purchased by 

the Agents General for use of Government House be laid on the table. 

 MR HARDEY seconded the motion. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the papers called for. 

4. Work performed by convicts on Albany Road.  

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY in reply to a question from Mr Phillips explained what amount of 

work had been performed under the supervision of the Police by the parties of Convicts 

stationed on the road from Perth to King Georges Sound and what expense had been incurred 

on account of the repairs to the work. 

5. Motion of Mr Samson respecting expenses of Mr Hargraves. 

 MR SAMSON moved that this Council disapproves of the payment of the sum of £171.4.7 on account 

of the transport and personal expenses of Mr Hargraves in the Colony. 

 Not seconded. 

6. Motion of Mr Samson respecting furniture for Government House.  

 MR SAMSON moved that in the opinion of this Council the outlay for furniture &c for Government 

House is most excessive. 

 MR HARDEY seconded the motion. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY explained the steps which had been taken by the Government from 

the first with reference to the supply of furniture. 

7. Despatch read.  Report of board read.  

 By direction of His Excellency the Governor a Despatch to the Secretary of State protesting against the 

want of attention shown by the Agent General to the terms of the Requisition, as also the 

report of a Board appointed to examine the furniture, were read. 

 Motion withdrawn.  

 With the consent of the Council Mr Samson withdrew his motion. 

8. Appropriation Bill 1863 read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to appropriate and apply 

the sum of £70,140 out of the General Revenue of the Colony for the service of the year 1864. 
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 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was read a second time accordingly. 

 Estimates considered and passed without amendment.  

 The Council considered in Committee the Estimates of the Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1864. 

 And no amendment or alteration having been made therein the third reading of the Appropriation Bill 

was fixed for Wednesday the 1st July 1863. 

9. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the following Resolution. 

 Resolution authorising Governor to meet excess of expenditure which may arise on underestimated 

items by unexpended votes for other services or by loan from bank.  

 That His Excellency the Governor be authorised during the current year to meet any excess of 

Expenditure on such items where the provision of the Legislative Council may be found to be 

inadequate from any sums voted for other services on which it may not be necessary to expend 

the full amount voted or by temporary loan from the Western Australian Bank under a similar 

arrangement to those adopted last year. 

 THE ACTING COLLECTOR OF REVENUE seconded the Motion. 

 Motion put and carried unanimously. 

10. Distillation Bill read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to encourage the 

Cultivation of the Vine by permitting Distillation of the produce thereof under certain 

restrictions. 

 MR HARDEY seconded the motion. 

 The Bill having received some verbal alterations was read a second time and the third reading fixed for 

Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

Adjourned to Saturday the 20 June at 10 A.M. 

     G.W. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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20 JUNE 1863 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Acting Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr S.P. Phillips 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

 Furniture for Government House. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL gave notice that he would move the adoption of a Resolution expressing 

the dissatisfaction of the Council with the proceedings of the Agents General in respect to the 

supply of Furniture &c for Government House. 

2. Recommittal & second reading of bill to extend jurisdiction of magistrates. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the recommittal of a Bill to extend the Jurisdiction of 

the Police and Resident Magistrates. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The Bill was read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

3. Pensioners’ Benevolent Society Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to regulate the Pensioners’ 

Benevolent Society. 

 THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS seconded the motion and explained the objects and 

state of the Society. 
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 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL bore testimony to the usefulness of the Society and the exertions of the 

Officer Commanding the Troops in its promotion and management. 

 The Bill having received some verbal alterations was read a second time and the third reading fixed for 

Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

4. Standing orders suspended.  Resolution respecting furniture supplied for government house and 

inattention of agents general. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL moved that the Standing Orders be suspended and that the following 

Resolution be adopted by the Council. 

That the debate which arose in this Council yesterday on the subject of the Furniture and 

equipments for the new Government House in Perth recently sent to the Colony by the Agents 

General in London has fully impressed the Members with a belief that the quality of the 

articles so furnished is not only very inferior but that the prices as shown by the invoices laid 

on the table are very excessive and the Requisition from the Colony very loosely executed.  

This Council further begs to tender its thanks to His Excellency the Governor for having 

already brought the subject so forcibly to the notice of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the 

Colonies and express their hope that such representation and the views expressed by this 

Council may result in more attention being paid by the Agents General in executing 

Commissions entrusted to them for the Colony. 

 MR HARDEY seconded the motion. 

 Motion put and carried unanimously. 

5. Recovery of Small Debts Bill read 2nd. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for the recovery of Small 

Debts and Demands. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the Motion. 

 The Acting Collector of Revenue and Mr Hardey spoke in support of the Bill. 

 The Bill having received various verbal alterations was read a second time and the third reading fixed 

for Wednesday the 1 July 1863. 

Adjourned to Thursday the 25th June at 11 A.M. 

     G.W. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 

 

1038 



 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

25 JUNE 1863 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Acting Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr S.P. Phillips 

Mr E. Hamersley 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

Recommittal & second reading of Small Debts Bill.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the recommittal of a Bill for the Recovery of Small 

Debts and Demands and the substitution for the clause therein which provides for the payment 

of fees to the Magistrates and Clerks of a clause containing the following provision.  That the 

fees be paid into the Colonial Treasury (initials GBH) and the Governor be advised with the 

advice of the Executive Council to accommodate Officers to an amount not exceeding the 

value of the fees in proportion to the extra labor imposed upon them.  (initials GBH) 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The Bill as amended was read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1st July. 

2. Divorce Bill read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to regulate Divorce and 

Matrimonial Causes. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion. 
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 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1st July 

1863. 

3. Insolvent Bill read 2nd.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to amend the Insolvent 

Ordinance of 1856. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion and explained the object of the measure. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Wednesday the 1st July. 

 MR HARDEY expressed satisfaction with manner in which bills have been prepared.  

 MR HARDEY expressed his satisfaction with the care which had been taken in the preparation of the 

Bills before they were submitted to the Colonial Secretary whereby much time and trouble 

have been saved in their discussion. 

Adjourned to Wednesday the 1 July at 11 A.M. 

     G.W. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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1 JULY 1863 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr S.P. Phillips 

Mr L. Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

 Transfer of money grant of £50 per annum from mechanics’ institute to Working Man’s Association, 

Fremantle.  

 MR SAMSON presented a Memorial from the Fremantle Mechanics’ Institute respecting the transfer on 

the Estimates for 1864 to the Working Man’s Association of the vote of £50 hitherto granted to 

the Institute and moved that the same be read. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The Memorial was read accordingly. 

 MR SAMSON moved that the Memorial be received. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 Agreed to. 

 MR SAMSON urged that although the vote was transferred for 1864 the £50 should be paid to the 

Mechanics’ Institute for the current year. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL was of opinion that the Petition should have been presented to the 

Executive Council with which the distribution of the votes after they were passed by the 

Legislative Council rested. 

1041 



[1863] 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR reminded Mr Samson that by a vote of the Council he was 

empowered to apply to other necessary purposes any unexpended balance on a particular vote. 

 MR SAMSON with the consent of the Council withdrew the Memorial. 

2. Bills read 3rd and passed.  

 The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

Coroner’s Inquests.  

A Bill to amend the Law respecting Inquiries in the Nature of Coroner’s Inquests. 

Lands Held by Methodists.  

A Bill to enable the Denomination of Christians called Methodists to hold lands to raise money 

on security of such lands and for other purposes. 

Volunteer Force.  

A Bill to amend an Ordinance intituled “An Ordinance to organize and establish a Volunteer 

Military force in Western Australia.” 

Patent Rights for E.J. Crease.  

A Bill for securing to Edward J. Crease for a limited period the exclusive benefit of a certain 

invention. 

Post Office Savings Bank.  

A Bill to grant facilities for depositing small Savings at Interest with the security of the 

Government for Repayment thereof. 

Adjourned to Wednesday the 8th July at 11 A.M. 

     G.W. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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8 JULY 1863 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Acting Collector of Revenue 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

 Memorial from Roman Catholic clergy against Divorce Bill.  

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR stated that since the Bill for regulating Divorce and 

Matrimonial causes was read a second time the Rev M. Griver (Administrator of the Roman 

Catholic Church) had called upon him and asserted that there was a strong feeling on the part 

of the Roman Catholics against the Bill, that a Memorial on the subject was in course of 

signature by the Clergy of his Church and that he wished to have the expression of their 

opinion brought forward.  The Governor informed Mr. Griver that it was open to him either to 

address the Memorial to the Council and have it presented by a Member or to address it to him.  

Mr. Griver had adopted neither course but as His Excellency was anxious that everyone should 

have the most ample field for expressing their opinion on the acts of the Government he 

moved that the Memorial be read. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly. 

 In moving that the Memorial be received His Excellency the Governor observed that while he could not 

agree with the opinions expressed in it and could therefore say nothing in its support there was 

one point which he could not pass over.  It was stated in the Memorial that the Bill had been 

hurried precipitately through the Council without giving the public an opportunity of knowing 
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what was being brought forward.  His Excellency pointed out that so far from that being the 

case notice had been given in the Government Gazette that the Bill should be brought forward 

and there was an interval of fourteen days between the first and second readings.  Moreover 

the measure was by no means a new one as so long ago as April 1858 a Despatch had been 

received from the Secretary of State as to the assimilation of the Law respecting Divorce in the 

Colony as closely as possible to that in force in England. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY directed that the Despatch referred to be read. 

 The Despatch Circular of the 12 April 1858 was read accordingly. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded the motion that the Memorial be received. 

 Agreed to. 

2. Bill read 3rd and passed.  

 The following Bill was read a third time and passed. 

 Friendly Societies.  

 A Bill to regulate Friendly Societies. 

Adjourned to Wednesday 15 July at 11 A.M. 

     G.W. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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15 JULY 1863 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Acting Collector of Revenue 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Bills read 3rd and passed.  

 The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

 Benefit Building Societies.  

 A Bill for the Regulation of Benefit Building Societies. 

Carriage of a Boat by Steamers.  

A Bill to compel River Steam Vessels to carry a boat. 

Passengers Ordinance.  

A Bill to amend the Colonial Passengers’ Ordinance 1861. 

Frauds Upon Creditors by Secret Bills of Sale.  

A Bill for preventing Frauds upon Creditors by Secret Bills of Sale of Personal Chattels. 

Naval Estates.  

 A Bill for vesting all Estates or property occupied by or for the Naval Service of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in the Lord High Admiral or the Commissioners for 

executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of the said United Kingdom for the time being. 

 Confirmation of Excessive Expenditure for 1862.  

 A Bill to confirm the expenditure for the services of the year 1862 beyond the Grant for that 

year. 
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Vesting Lands at Perth in Her Majesty.  

A Bill for vesting certain lands in the City of Perth in Her Majesty. 

Sale of Colonial Wine.  

A Bill to facilitate the sale of Colonial wine. 

Appropriation Bill 1864.  

A Bill to appropriate and apply the sum of £70,140 out of the General Revenue of the Colony 

for the service of the year 1864. 

Distillation.  

A Bill to encourage the cultivation of the Vine by permitting Distillation of the produce thereof 

under certain restrictions. 

Jurisdiction of Magistrates.  

A Bill to extend the Jurisdiction of the Police and Resident Magistrates. 

Pensioners Benevolent Society.  

A Bill to regulate the Pensioners Benevolent Society. 

Adjourned to Wednesday the 22 July at 11 A.M. 

     G.W. Hampton. 

     Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

22 JULY 1863 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Acting Collector of Revenue 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

 A letter dated 17 July 1863 from the Rev M. Griver, Administrator of the Roman Catholic Church, was 

read thanking the Council on behalf of the Roman Catholic Clergy for having received their 

Memorial respecting the Bill to regulate Divorce and Matrimonial causes laid upon the table 

on the 8th inst. 

2. The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

A Bill to regulate Divorce and Matrimonial causes. 

A Bill to amend the Insolvent Ordinance 1856. 

A Bill for the recovery of Small Debts and Demands. 

Adjourned sine die. 

     G.W. Hampton. 

     Clerk of the Council. 

____________________ 
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